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Preservation of the Lake Biwa with the partnership
between local citizen and government authorities!

UNEP-IETC Director : Steve Halls

In G8 Environment Ministerial Meeting held in April 2000 in Otsu city, Shiga, they addressed the
importance of freshwater problems. In November 2001, Shiga Prefecture is going to hold the 9th
World Lake Conference on the lakeside of Biwa to discuss on problems of lakes and reservoirs in
the world. Environmental problems, amongst of all, freshwater problem will be one of the biggest
issues In the coming 21 century, and the roles of Shiga prefecture and its people are becoming
bigger and bigger.

The international Environmental Technology Centre(IETC). as part of UNEP located in Shiga
and Osaka, is promoting environmentally sound technologies for sustatinable management of
freshwater basins and urban areas, focussing on developing world. We also think that, to solve the
environmental problems, it is essential to have the participation of all the people concerned in
decision-making and management processes. For that reason, it is indispensable to establish a
comprehensive partnership involving citizens, experts, private sector and government.

People in Shiga have done a lot of activities to conserve Lake Biwa, as typically represented by
"Powder Soap Campaign”. Now they are starting new activities and forming various partnerships
for the next year's Lake Conference. We see that these activities show the eagerness of the people
in Shiga to protect "Lake Biwa". IETC is willing to support these activities as part of our
'Environmental Citizenship Program”.

We believe the effort of Shiga people will be successful to recover the beautiful Lake Biwa.
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